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On Aug. 9, anti-riot police and other public security force units attempted to evict about 1,000 people
from Soledad Viuda de Alas, a shantytown in San Salvador. The eviction was ordered by a local
judge. Several hundred residents expressed their opposition by blocking traffic on the highway
linking the capital to eastern El Salvador. The protesters were dispersed by anti-riot police, resulting
in injuries to an indeterminate number of demonstrators, and several arrests. Marco Tulio Lima and
Humberto Centeno, of the National Salvadoran Workers Unity (UNTS) denounced the eviction as
inhumane and called on police officers to disobey the eviction orders. A government communique
said the Catholic Church would serve as mediator to settle the dispute "legally, reasonably and
justly." The statement proposed resettlement of the former shantytown residents on lots they could
purchase at "fair prices." The homeless persons would also be provided access to construction
materials and other services. According to the communique, Soledad Viuda de Alas residents
commenced illegal occupation of the site nine months ago. Some of the residents told Agence
France-Presse they had been living in the locale for 20 years. Property owners wish to clear the
area as a preliminary to constructing office buildings and a shopping center. (Basic data from AFP,
ACAN-EFE, 08/09/91)
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